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Revisionism and the Dialectics of  

Inner-Party Struggle 

Organizing for communism means that we must be 

in the factories and the barracks, fighting for our 

class, distributing Red Flag, and meeting with 

workers and soldiers. 
 

In the current world crisis, it is only the working 

class who has the necessity and the potential to 

smash capitalism, as it drives towards all-out world 

war. It is only our Party that can lead the working 

class in the fight for communism. 
 

Communism means that workers have full control 

of all production. Workers say what gets produced 

and why, who gets what and how people will live.  
 

Communism means the complete abolition of 

classes, wages, racism and sexism. It means that 

everyone gets full and complete healthcare, every-

one gets fed, clothed, housed and educated. Home-

lessness, famines, lack of healthcare and ignorance 

are caused by the bosses. Workers will eliminate 

the bosses and all inequality. Communism means 

that everyone will work for the benefit of everyone.  
 

Communism means no borders, no citizenship. We 

are international. The borders are the bosses‘ bor-

ders, and workers will smash them.  
 

Communism means no wars for profits. Commu-

nism will eliminate the capitalist necessity where 

profit and plunder are the things that motivate the 

bosses, and they want workers to be motivated only 

by money. Communism means that workers will be 

motivated to help each other all around the world. 

We will not be divided by race or nation—we will 

be united as one working class. 
 

Communism won‘t happen on its own. Commu-

nism will be brought about only through workers‘ 

revolution. The troops for the revolution will come 

from the factories and the military. It is our job to 

make the everyday grievance into a fight for state 

power. Only the ICWP has 

made this priority number 

one. 
 

Production is key for capi-

talism and it is its weakest 

link. Industrial workers, 

especially those who pro-

duce in the war industries, 

are strategically vital for 

both the profits of the capi-

talists and for the working 

class‘ fight for power. So 

are the new young indus-

trial workers in the trade 

programs who will provide 

the backbone for the new 

industrial working class, as 

well as the young high 

school students who will 

be coerced into joining the 

military.  
 

It is our task to organize workers and soldiers 

around communist class consciousness. And this 

summer, as the US bosses continue to place their 

interests on our backs, we will take leaflets and Red 

Flag newspapers to workers in factories throughout 

southern California and Seattle. 
 

We are fighting to develop unbreakable links be-

tween workers with union contracts (Boeing, 

Northrop) and subcontracted workers (small to me-

dium aerospace factories). As the ruling class con-

tinues to wage imperialist war on the backs of 

workers, many workers will be laid off at the heri-

tage union plants and hired at smaller plants that are 

subcontracted on the cheap under worse condi-

tions—mainly employing immigrant workers. This 

racist super exploitation of immigrant and black 

workers lowers the standard of living of all workers 

while it divides and weakens our class. 
 

We call on students, new young industrial workers, 

and soldiers to join us this summer to visit facto-

ries, transit divisions, military bases and workers‘ 

neighborhoods for class struggle based on commu-

nist ideas By making communist ideas mass ideas, 

we will win! 
 

Many summer project volunteers in the past have 

seen first hand workers welcoming communist leaf-

lets and newspapers, talking about communist ideas 

with workers over dinners, sharing questions and 

answers about revolution and building the fight for 

communism as well as experiences in the class 

struggle against the capitalists.  (See letters, page 15)

Join us! 

As we learned in a previous column, a dialectical 

contradiction is a unity of opposites, two sides that 

are connected with each other but also interfere with 

each other. Over time, dialectical contradictions tend 

to ―heat up‖ and become more intense. That is, the 

two sides come to interfere with each other more and 

more. Intensification eventually leads to resolution 

of the contradiction. As Marx put it, resolution hap-

pens when the two sides ―fight to a decision,‖ until 

one wins, for example, the working class overthrows 

the capitalists.  
 

This general principle, that contradictions are only 

resolved by becoming more intense, applies to the 

internal contradictions of the working class and of 

the party. Contradictions inside the party are normal 

and unavoidable as we struggle to learn from the 

experience of class struggle. As we intensify the 

contradictions between correct and incorrect ideas 

and actions to resolve our internal contradictions, we 

must fight for the most advanced line we can work 

out, not the line that most people readily agree with. 

Both inside the party and in the mass movement, we 

should fight for a ―higher unity,‖ that is, agreement 

with critical communist ideas that are necessary to 

move forward, not just popular viewpoints.  
 

In most circumstances the best attitude toward peo-

ple who make mistakes is to try to ―cure the disease 

to save the patient,‖ that is, to defeat wrong ideas but 

continue to unite with the people who have had 

them. In the struggle against revisionism, however, 

situations arise in which this outlook is not correct. 

In the last dialectics column we saw that revision-

ism, the capitalist ideas and practices inside the com-

munist movement, not only prevents the victory of 

communism, but reverses gains already won. The 

struggle against revisionism is the struggle against 

the enemy‘s outlook inside the communist move-

ment. People who are committed to this outlook can-

not necessarily be won away from it, any more than 

bosses can be won over to communism.  Such peo-

ple have to be defeated, not merely their ideas. 
 

People sometimes believe that comrades who have 

contributed to the communist movement at one time 

can‘t turn into revisionists. But this is perfectly pos-

sible, and the examples of people like Plekhanov and 

Mao Zedong prove it. Their transformation illus-

trates an important idea of dialectics, that in the cer-

tain circumstances, a thing can turn into its opposite. 
 

We apply this principle when we try to turn an eco-

nomic crisis or imperialist war into an advance for 

the communist movement. Likewise, someone who 

lacks confidence in the working class or fears defeat 

or repression can be transformed from a communist 

into a revisionist.  
 

Dialectics also teaches us, as Lenin put it, that the 

unity of two opposites is ―temporary and condi-

tional,‖ but their struggle is absolute. Communism 

and revisionism are opposites. If one side is not de-

feated inside the party, the struggle of these oppo-

sites sharpens, and overcomes any previous unity. 

Sometimes the result is a split in the party.  
 

A split in a communist party represents a significant 

setback, since it means that part of what was created 

by the struggles of many comrades is no longer ad-

vancing the movement for communism but is hold-

ing it back. However, splits can be a necessary part 

of the advance of the communist movement in the 

struggle against revisionism.  
 

A split in the movement led to the formation of the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, originally 

called the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party 

(Bolsheviks). It was the Bolsheviks who led the 

great victory of the October Revolution in 1917. 

That victory would not have been possible if the 

Bolsheviks had remained united to the revisionist 

Mensheviks, who actually fought an armed struggle 

against the Bolshevik seizure of power in 1917.  
 

After the victory of revisionism in the Soviet Union 

in the 1950s, many new parties, including the Pro-

gressive Labor Party, were formed by splitting from 

revisionist-led, pro-Soviet parties. This is also the 

process by which ICWP was formed by splitting 

from PLP.  
 

Our task in the ICWP is to turn the setback of the 

victory of revisionism in the PLP into its opposite, 

into a new step forward in the march toward commu-

nism. Dialectics tells us that the struggle does not 

move forward in a straight line, but advances by 

twists and turns. Join us and move forward with us 

in humanity‘s most important struggle, the fight for 

communism.  
 

Note: ICWP is committed to make the study of dia-

lectics a mass activity, not limited to a few 

―experts.‖ We invite you to send in examples of dia-

lectics from your own experience or political work, 

as well as questions you would like to see answered 

in Red Flag.  

Join the Summer Project: 

Organize Workers and Soldiers Around Communist Class Consciousness 




