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Nearly 20,000 copies of Mobilize the

Masses for Communism have been distrib-
uted. We will dedicate the next series of di-
alectical materialism columns to deepening
our understanding and practice around this
line. Please read and study them with your fel-
low workers and let us know if they are use-
ful.

It’s no secret that the communist movement
suffered a big defeat when the pro  capitalist
forces won out in Russia and China. Some
workers and students ask why a revolution led
by ICWP won’t turn out the same way. Some
people even claim that history always repeats
itself, so that our struggle must eventually fail.

If revolution were always part of a cycle
that leads back to open capitalism, our fight
for communism would be hopeless. But this
certainly isn’t true. This column and the next
three will explain how we know when history
does and when it does not repeat itself, and
specifically how we know that the fact that so-
cialism cannot lead to communism does not
show that communism will fail too.

New Things Do Happen in History
We all know about things that have never hap-

pened before but stick around once they do occur.
Inventions like the steam engine, cell phones,
atomic weapons, etc., were made at a certain time
and didn’t need to be repeated. 

The most important  cases of  things that are
really new, however, are new social movements
and systems. Capitalism began in the Middle
Ages in Europe. Small manufacture and trade had
existed in ancient Greece and Rome, but that
wasn’t capitalism, because it mainly used slave
labor, not wage labor. 

Capitalism first developed in individual towns
and cities of Europe. It took a long struggle be-
fore capitalists could win state power in large
countries, like England in the 1640s and in
France in the 1790s.

Communism was also new in the early 19th
century.  Although ancient communist societies
existed long ago and peasant communist move-
ments existed in Germany in the 16th Century, a
communist movement based on scientific eco-
nomics and dialectics only began in the 1840s.

Repeating Patterns
Things that are truly new do happen, but there are

also some kinds of events that occur over and over.
Wars between capitalist rivals have existed as long
as capitalism, and these wars grew into enormous
slaughters in the 20th century. Capitalist economic
crises repeat regularly:  about every eight years
since 1825.

Recognizing and recording patterns and regular-
ities like these are vital parts of scientific knowledge
in any field. But seeing patterns is only the first
stage of knowledge. Noticing that capitalist crises
keep happening does not explain why crises happen
and does not tell us whether they must happen or
could be stopped somehow.  

But these issues are exactly what must be under-
stood in order to know that capitalism can’t be fixed,
and how it can be destroyed. To fight to overthrow
capitalism we must find and use what Marx called
the “laws of motion” of capitalism, which he said
was his ultimate aim in his work Capital.

The next column will describe the all-important
laws of motion and how they differ from legislative
laws.

Capitalism has entered an era of profound cri-
sis.  Since 2007 the working class in every corner
of the world has experienced unprecedented at-
tacks.  As giant banks fail, countries go bankrupt,
factories lose profits, and the bosses fight for their
existence by reducing wages, cutting pensions,
laying off workers, increasing work hours,  wag-
ing wars for cheap resources and profit, and ex-
panding attacks on immigrant workers, using
morepolice brutality, and racism and sexism.

This crisis of capitalism has loosened the grip
of capitalist ideology on the masses.  Hundreds
of millions of workers in the world are on the
move and questioning every aspect of capitalism
and searching for solutions that capitalism cannot
provide.  In the 19th century, European countries
went through decades of severe capitalist crises
and civil wars.   In the midst of these crises, by
learning from the working class struggle, Karl
Marx, for the first time in histor, clearly spelled
out the inner logic (fundamental structure) of cap-
italism and the need to destroy it with revolution
in order to put the workers in power.  

As the present capitalist crisis intensifies and
major world war looms on the horizon, it is ab-
solutely essential that the working class, led by
our party,  understand the basic laws of capital-
ism, as explained by Marx, Lenin, and others.

Our understanding of how capitalism works will
advance our struggle to win the masses to com-
munism.   With this issue, Red Flag will begin a
series on the Labor Theory of Value.  We encour-
age party members, friends, and readers of  Red

Flag to form study groups and share their expe-
riences in their work places and struggles with
others. 
What is the Capitalist Mode of Production?

Capitalism is a society organized based on the
production of commodities (i.e., products) that
are bought and sold in the market place for profit.
Food, airplanes, machines, cars, natural resources
are examples of commodities.  These commodi-
ties are extracted and produced by human labor.
Under capitalism, the capitalist bosses own the
means of production necessary to manufacture
these commodities, backed up by the State, with
its army, police and laws defending the bosses’
property.  

The means of production are factories, ma-
chines, tools, materials, and workers’ labor
power.  Under capitalism the means of production
become capital.  In such a society the capitalist
boss owns the means of production and sells the
products made by workers for profit.  In this
process, called capital accumulation, invested
money creates more money.  This expansion of

capital is the inner logic of capitalism.  This basic
form of production takes on law-like properties;
Marx called it the Law of Value.

The owners of capital become a class, the cap-
italist class.  They own the means of production,
but in order to realize their profit, they absolutely
depend on another class, the class that has noth-
ing but its labor power to sell.   That class is the
working class, which is the majority.  The ex-
ploited working class produces the profit for cap-
ital expansion.  This makes capital a self-negating
force:  these contradictions of capitalism create
its own gravediggers, the working class.  On the
one hand, capital exploits and dominates the
worker, but on the other hand, it relies on the vast
working class to create value.  This fierce antag-
onism between the two classes is the foundation
of capitalism, and it creates constant instability,
periodic crises and wars.  It has the potential for
revolution and establishing a communist society.

In future articles we will explain the fundamen-
tal concepts of the labor theory of value and the
general crisis of capitalism.  We will look at ex-
ploitation, money, credit, the rate of profit, and
the crisis of over-production from the point of
view of destroying capitalism and replacing it
with a society without capital or money.  

why communism can win

the law of value, part 1

Talking to students about communism
This morning I went to three different classes

in a school to talk about the political work we do
in Central America as members of the Interna-
tional Communist Workers’ Party and also about
what is communism and why we are mobilizing
the masses for communism.

This was the first time that I’ve spoken openly
about communism to a group of young students.
It was exciting because I saw that many youth are
open to our line. Several of them already knew our
party and our newspaper Red Flag while for oth-
ers it was the first time they were hearing about
this.

There were many questions that opened good
discussions. I was very impressed that some of the
same questions were asked in all three classes.
One of the most common was: “When we are in a
communist system, what would we do with people
who are against us?” To which a comrade and I
answered by saying that the education we’ll re-

ceive from childhood will be totally different. But,
even so, if there still exist people who are against
communism, we think that isolating them from the
community and embarking on a direct political
struggle with them and then reintegrating them
into the community would be a good strategy.

Also, they asked about why we fight for com-
munism when here we have “democracy.” We
tried to answer by saying that democracy is a term
invented by the bosses to calm down the masses
so they don’t rise up, but that in reality democracy
means inequality and communism means equal-
ity.

At the end, in the last class a youth came up to
me to tell me that this interested her a lot and that
she wants to get more involved. The youth, like
me, was very inspired with this visit. It was a very
good experience, and it helped me a lot to realize
that the youth are open to our communist ideas.

--Red Youth

LETTERS   LETTERS CRITICISM AND SUGGESTIONS
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Capitalism Can’t bE rEformEd 
to mEEt our nEEds

In the last dialectics column we asked when
truly new things happen in history and when pat-
terns repeat. Some people claim that history al-
ways repeats itself so that our struggles for
communism must end up like the failed revolu-
tions in Russia and China. The rest of this series
will show that, in fact, communist revolution not
only can succeed, but represents the only way to
meet our needs.

In this column we will discuss laws of motion.
It is necessary to understand what Marx called
the “laws of motion of capitalism” if we are to
know why the evils of capitalism must repeat.
Our task now must be to change these laws of
motion by mobilizing the masses for communist
revolution.

A key feature that distinguishes a law from a
mere pattern is its necessity, constraint, or limi-
tation. A law of nature exists when natural causes
force things to happen according to a certain gen-
eral pattern. 

Things that are not compatible with the law are
forced not to happen. Newton’s Second Law of
Motion, for example, says that a thing that moves
must change speed or direction at a rate that is
proportional to the force that acts on it. No other
pattern of motion is possible, that is, “allowed”

by nature.
A second feature of a law is universality: a law

is a pattern that always happens or never happens
in a specific system and under specific condi-
tions. What always happens might be only a ten-
dency or statistical average, like the law of
capitalism that the price of something is propor-
tional—on the average—to the amount of labor
it takes to make it. In any case, a law is a regular-
ity that can be relied on.

The concept of a law of nature is different from
a piece of legislation, but these things do have
something in common. The common element be-
tween laws of nature or economics and laws
made up by a government is constraint or limita-
tion. 

If the capitalist government makes a law, they
force people to obey it by threats of jail, fines or
death, even if capitalists disobey the law them-
selves. In physics, natural causes force or con-
strain the behavior of objects.

There is, however, a basic difference between
these two kinds of law. In a law of nature or eco-
nomics, the constraint is not imposed from the
outside (like the cops and courts), but results
from internal causal factors. 

The law of the falling rate of profit, for exam-

ple, guarantees falling profit rates unless certain
kinds of counteracting factors are present. This is
one of the laws of motion of the capitalist system,
and it results from changes in the technology of
production that are driven by competition be-
tween capitalists. Nothing outside the economic
relations of capitalism makes this law work, and
it does not apply to other economic systems. 

Unlike legislation, economic and natural laws
operate whether or not we can formulate them in
a language. Marx wrote that the apparently acci-
dental events that occur in economic competition
are actually carried out and regulated by inner
laws. These laws only become comprehensible
when many events are considered together and
carefully analyzed.

The reason that we must consider laws when
we talk about repetition in history is because they
tell us which patterns must repeat. There is no
general law that history always repeats. For par-
ticular systems, however, there are laws that de-
termine that history does repeat in specific ways,
like the capitalist system’s law of motion that
economic crises must happen over and over
again.

The next column will deal with arguments
against the existence of the laws of motion.

In the last issue of Red Flag we explained that
under capitalism, capitalist bosses own all the
means of production and they produce commodi-
ties that are bought and sold in the market place
for profit.  The means of production are tools,
factories, and raw materials.All commodities are
products of the labor of the international working
class. Cars, houses, food, airplanes, furniture,
clothes, medical care, etc. are examples of com-
modities.

Vacant homes outnumber homeless people in
United States.  Recent figures count at least 3.5
million homeless people and 12 million unoccu-
pied homes.  Why can’t the homeless people
legally move into the unoccupied homes?  Be-
cause the banks who own them are not interested
in their use.  They are interested in the rent money
or mortgage.  Similarly, over 43 million people
in the US live in poverty and often go hungry.
Yet there is enough food to feed everybody in the
world.  

This is a contradiction at the root of every
commodity.  A commodity in capitalist society is
produced for exchange and not for use by the pro-
ducers.  Things are not produced for their social
needs, but rather for their exchange value in order
to make profit.

So what is exchange value?
Exchange value simply is a ratio at which one

commodity is exchanged with another. The ex-
change value of a commodity is determined by
the amount of labor that is required to produce it.
So we can say for example that 5 pounds of bread
equal one shirt.  What we mean is that the amount
of time spent to produce 5 pounds of bread is the
same as the amount of time required to produce
a shirt.  The exchange values of commodities are
expressed in the money form by their price. 

Use value: Every commodity has a use: it sat-
isfies certain social need.  This is a use value.  For
example, bread nourishes us and fills our stom-

achs when we’re hungry.
The contradiction:  Use value and exchange

value
Now we can see that every commodity has two

contradictory, opposing aspects:  use value and
exchange value.  When we buy a commodity this
contradiction is not obvious or visible.  But ten-
sion in a capitalist society is rooted in this fiercely
antagonistic contradiction between these two as-
pects of a commodity.  It is this contradiction that
brings two classes – the working class and the
capitalist class — face to face with opposing in-
terests.

Let us take a simple example of a capitalist
boss who owns a bakery.  This boss has no use
value for that bread at all.  You cannot use and
exchange at the same time!  The boss is only in-
terested in the bread for its exchange value in
order to make a profit.  The use value exists only
for the person who buys the bread.  This logic ap-
plies to all commodities.  

In capitalist society, the production is for ex-
change, and not for its use.  So why do we, the
working class not produce things for use?  Be-
cause we do not have control over the means of
production.  The only way for us to satisfy our
needs is to buy things with the money we get by
selling our labor for wages.  So our labor power
is a commodity like any other. To reproduce it
and to survive, we need money under capitalism.
We exchange our labor power for the money we
need to buy the necessities of life. If the boss
can’t make a profit off our labor, we can’t sell it,
and the bosses condemn us to death.  

In summary: Commodities have a dual na-
ture – use value and exchange value.  The bosses
are interested in the exchange value to make
profit; the working class is interested in its use
value to meet social needs.  Under capitalism, the
exchange value of a commodity is primary. If you
don’t have the money, you can’t buy bread, no

matter how hungry you are. And the bosses will
let the bread rot in the store before they give it to
the hungry people who need it.

This contradiction is at the root of all the prob-
lems, crises and antagonisms of capitalism.  How
does thise affect you, your coworkers and the
struggle at your workplace? 

In a communist society, there will be no money
and no exchange value, no commodities and no
exchange. We will produce only to satisfy the
needs of the international working class. 

NOTE: In the last issue, we incorrectly stated
that labor power is one of the means of produc-
tion that the capitalist owns. That is true in chattel
slavery. In capitalist wage slavery, the workers
sell their labor power as a commodity. 

Commodity produCtion:
makinG monEy or mEEtinG nEEds?

$

“Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement.” Lenin,  What Is To Be Done
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Bosses don’t want us to learn revolution

from history

We continue to explore the question, “Does
history always repeat or are truly new things pos-
sible?” Last issue we discussed “Laws of Mo-
tion.” Laws are universal within a given system.
They say that only certain outcomes are allowed
and, ultimately, inevitable. For example, the laws
of motion of capitalism determine that crisis must
follow crisis in this system.

The bosses want to deny that laws of motion
play any role in history. It puts their dictatorship
at risk. Hence, they come up with bogus philo-
sophical objections.

Many capitalist philosophers even claim that
there are no real laws in nature. There are several
variations on this line (called “constructivism,”
“empiricism,” etc.), but they all represent ideal-
ism. They claim that what nature seems to dic-
tate—what makes it seem that there are necessary
constraints in natural processes—is really just
something that human thought puts there. These
idealists recognize patterns in nature, but claim

that the “must happen” character that a law re-
quires is not really in nature itself, just in our
minds. 

Other capitalist philosophers claim that while
there are laws of nature, there can be no laws of
human history, but just a series of accidents. A fa-
mous example is the claim that Napoleon lost his
empire because of his hemorrhoids. At the battle
of Waterloo, Napoleon’s hemorrhoids hurt so
much that he avoided riding his horse onto the
battlefield and left some early decisions to his
lieutenants, who made mistakes. Those mistakes
lost the battle, so the story goes, and thus the em-
pire. A scientific analysis of the battle is very dif-
ferent from this, however, emphasizing the
relative strengths and weaknesses of the French
Army and its opponents, and contingent factors
such as the weather. 

History is not fully determined by laws, and
accidental or contingent causes sometimes play
an important role. When fruit seller Mohamed

Bouazizi set himself on fire in January 2011, it
triggered the revolt that overthrew Tunisian dic-
tator Ben Ali and started the Arab Spring. Al-
though oppression always provokes resistance,
laws do not fully determine what form this resist-
ance will take. Mr. Bouazizi’s action was contin-
gent, that is, not determined by the laws of
motion of politics in Tunisia. 

If the “everything is an accident view” were
true, however, it would mean that people could
not make their own history, because they couldn’t
learn or use laws of economics, politics or war to
determine what must result from their actions or
what is impossible for them to do.

Next issue we will discuss the laws of motion
of socialism. These laws show that socialism
must eventually return to open capitalism despite
the best efforts of revolutionaries. That’s why we
mobilize directly for communism.

“Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement.” Lenin,  What Is To Be Done

is profit made in the factory 

or in the market?

In the last issue of Red Flag we learned that
every commodity contains a contradiction be-
tween its exchange value and its use value. When
we buy a commodity in a market, this contradic-
tion is not visible. However, when we take a
closer look, we see fierce antagonisms emerging.  

At the beginning of the industrial revolution in
England, rich landowners used their control of
the state to enclose the common land of the peas-
ants, forcing them off the land and into the cities.
The former peasants, with no means of produc-
tion and only their labor power to sell to the cap-
italists, became the working class. This process
has been repeated throughout the world where
subsistence farmers are forced off their land and
forced to sell their labor power to the capitalists
to survive. 

Labor power – a unique commodity
Our labor power is a commodity that we have

to sell to survive. Just like any commodity, it has
exchange value and use value, and there is a con-
tradiction between them. The exchange value is
the wage we are paid for our labor, mainly deter-
mined by the cost of our subsistence. We get just
enough to keep us coming back for another day
of work.  But our labor power also has use value:
producing commodities for sale.  

Exchange value (wages) and use value (the

work we do) are contradictory
aspects of labor power. It is
the contradiction between the
use value and the exchange
value of labor power that
makes exploitation possible.

Profit and Exploitation:
Capitalists invest money in

the means of production: ma-
chines, tools, and raw materi-
als. Then they hire workers.
At the end of the day, they
have commodities that are
sold in the market for more
than the cost of the means of
production and wages. Now
they have more money than
they started with. How is this
possible?

It appears that buying and selling commodities
creates value. However, this is impossible. Buy-
ing and selling merely changes the ownership of
commodities. This process cannot create value.  

Karl Marx solved this mysterious puzzle by
looking not at the market, but at the production
process itself.  Labor creates all value. The capi-
talists buy workers’ labor power and use it to cre-
ate value, turning raw materials into commodities

like furniture or bread. Labor
power is bought at its ex-
change value and commodities
are sold at their exchange
value. But workers produce
more value in a day than what
they receive in wages. Profit
comes from the difference be-
tween the value that we create
and the value that we receive.  

Workers work longer every
day than it takes to create the
value of their labor power.
This extra labor that the capi-
talist does not pay for is called
“surplus labor.” The capital-
ist’s profit comes from selling
the product of this surplus
labor that is embodied in every

commodity. Thus, the key to capitalist profit is
exploitation of labor, taking the product of work-
ers’ unpaid labor and selling it in the market, “re-
alizing” a profit. Exploitation does not happen in
the market. Labor power is bought at value, com-
modities are sold at value. No profit is made in
these exchanges. The profit does not come from
market at all; it comes from the labor process.  

Because the profit is realized in the market
place, the bosses’ culture is based on the sacred
market, and in ignoring exploitation in the
process of production. The apparent freedom to
buy and sell in the marketplace disappears in the
coercion of the production process where we are
forced to sell our labor power to survive.   

In a communist society our labor power will
not be a commodity to be bought and sold. Noth-
ing will be bought and sold; we will freely give
our labor to produce the necessities of life of the
international working class. 

In the next issue of Red Flag we will expand
more on the contradiction between exchange
value and use value that results in a class contra-
diction between capitalists and workers. We will
talk about crisis, surplus value and profit. A ques-
tion for study groups: why can’t machines create
value? When workers seized a factory in Ireland
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ICWP has published our mani-
festo Mobilize the Masses for Com-
munism. It’s available in English
and Spanish. Order your copy or

copies. Please send donations for the
costs of printing and mailing. We
also ask for your suggestions and

criticisms.

Write to : PMB 362
3175 S. Hoover St., 

Los Angeles, CA 90007

how we workers Create the value oF breaD

This is the fourth article in our series on cap-
italist political economy. The last article asked
why machines can’t produce value. Now we’ll
look at the example of a bakery (or bread fac-
tory). The capitalist boss who owns this factory
needs raw materials such as flour, oil, and yeast,
and machinery like ovens and kneading ma-
chines. As Red Flag has explained, these are all
commodities that have ex-
change value (or simply
“value”). Marx calls these
commodities “dead capital”
because the labor of the
workers who produced these
commodities is embedded in them, and “con-
stant capital” because their value does not
change.

Of all the ingredients required by the capital-
ist to make bread, the key ingredient is the
workers’ labor power. We sell our ability to
work, our labor power. This is a commodity that
Marx calls “live” or “variable” capital. 

The value of our labor has two components.
When a boss buys our labor power, we produce
all value but we receive only a portion of this
value in the form of wages. Our wages are de-
termined by the average amount of value re-
quired for us to barely survive. This varies in
different countries and industries, and different
periods of capitalism.  In other words, the boss
pays us just enough so we can come back to
work the next day. But the bosses constantly de-
vise ways to squeeze more value out of us. The
opposite interests of the bosses and workers
often take violent form in our daily struggles. 

The boss keeps the other portion of the value

that we create. It’s stolen from us! This is called
surplus value. The process of working involves
paid value and unpaid value. We can represent
the paid value, our wages or variable capital, as
(v). The unpaid value is surplus value (s). Our
work is the total of v and s, or v+s. Now if we
represent constant capital (machines, raw mate-
rials) as c, the total value of the bread is c+v+s.

Value of Bread
To illustrate that machines don’t create value,

let’s say that in our bread factory there is a
kneading machine. This machine has a fixed
cost and limited life. If the machine costs
$10,000 and it lasts for making 100,000 loaves
of bread, then 10¢ value is transferred from the
machine to each loaf of bread. No value is cre-
ated by the machine. Each minute the machine
is used, its life is reduced. 

On the other hand, our labor power creates
value over and above what we are paid. In addi-
tion, the bosses can make us work faster, and
use racism and sexism to lower our wages below
subsistence and reduce or eliminate our benefits.
They use the cops, the courts, and union con-
tracts to extract more surplus value from us.  But
the boss cannot make the machine work harder,
threaten it with the cops, or cut its pay or bene-
fits. The boss must pay full price for the ma-
chine, and when it wears out, he has to pay full
price for a new one.

Crisis and contradiction

Factories don’t operate in isolation. There is
a fierce competition among bosses and they con-
stantly attempt to lower the socially necessary
labor time to make bread by investing in more
expensive and efficient machinery. They use the
profit they make from the value we create to buy
these more efficient machines. The value cre-

ated by us, the working
class, confronts us as an ex-
ternal force and dominates
us. Over a period of time, as
more and more capital accu-
mulates, the bosses replace

living capital (the workers) with dead capital
(machinery). However, since only the workers
create value, the stage is set for a massive crisis
that requires the massive destruction of capital
in all its forms. 

This is the basis of Marx’s crisis theory. In the
next article we will further examine this crisis
by looking at the falling rate of profit.

For study groups: Why is the capitalist labor
process, the production of commodities, inher-
ently violent, requiring coercion and force?

Marxism has become much more popular as

the present capitalist crisis destroys the lives of

billions. Lenin had it right: this system is a “hor-

ror without end.”

In the past three columns, we examined how

“capitalism’s laws of motion” don’t allow any

other outcome. Some have mistakenly concluded

that this means history must always repeat itself.
Part of the reason people are fooled by this

stale idea is the failed strategy of fighting for so-

cialism. But even in this historic failure lie the

seeds of communist success.

For most of the history of Marxism, the com-
munist movement has fought for socialism, hop-
ing that it would be a stepping-stone to
communism. But the socialist systems of the
USSR, China, and Eastern Europe, all turned into
open capitalism. These events were spread out
over a number of years, and history repeated it-
self. Did this have to happen or could it have been

avoided by “doing socialism right?” 

We now realize that it is a law of motion of so-
cialist systems that they eventually turn into open
capitalism. The reason for this is that socialism
is actually a form of capitalism in which the
means of production are owned by the govern-
ment. Thus socialism is subject to the laws of mo-
tion of capitalism, in particular, laws about
money and the market. 

Analysis of the operation of actual socialist
systems shows that their wage systems, inequal-
ities and state organization lead to the rapid rise
of a new capitalist ruling class, which takes over
the government and the former communist party.
The political power of the working class (when

that power actually exists) can’t be maintained
against the capitalist institutions of socialism. The
new capitalist classes of different socialist coun-
tries even fight wars with each other, like the
USSR-China war in 1969, and the Vietnam-
China war in 1979.

Once a new ruling class is firmly in control,
socialism is no longer the best way for it to rule,
and open capitalism eventually returns. The result
is that if communists were to try to create social-
ism again, history would certainly repeat itself.
There is no way to “do socialism right.” 

No New Ruling Class Under Communism
A central problem that faces our new commu-

nist movement is how to make sure that commu-
nism can be achieved and continue, so that a new
ruling class can never arise and restore capital-
ism. Analyzing the reasons why socialism can’t
lead to communism is critical for understanding
how to do this. 

A major source of the new ruling class that was
created under socialism was the high income and
special privileges that the top party and govern-
ment leaders had. Thus we cannot allow privi-
leges for anyone. 

This means we cannot have a wage system, ei-
ther, since wages always mean that some get
much more than others. Wages also undermine
communist politics by providing a material basis
for racist, sexist, and elitist ideas. 

Knowledge of the specific features of social-
ism that prevented it from reaching communism
is fundamental to our strategy for fighting for
communism now. Mobilizing the masses for
communism is the program for creating and

keeping communism that specifically rejects the
socialist ideas and practices that led to working
class defeat. This knowledge shows us the way
forward to communism.

In the next column, we outline specific com-
munist answers to three other examples of the
failed socialist strategy.

Can’t get to Communism through soCialism

Raw materials/machines (c).
Value already created by
workers  and now trans-
ferred to the commodity

Variable capital (v)
Wages

Surplus (s) = unpaid value

Workers create all value

We bake it all.

The bosses’ share

Our share

“Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement.” Lenin,  What Is To Be Done
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Hard-fougHt leSSonS teacH uS HoW to Win & keep communiSm

During this year’s summer projects our Party

met thousands of young (and older) workers, stu-

dents and soldiers who hate capitalism. Most

want to know what went wrong with the old com-

munist movement before they dedicate themselves

to a new revolutionary struggle. That seems rea-

sonable.

We often saw reformists fail to convince these

potential new recruits that capitalism has a

chance. Eventually, every one of these reformers

resorted to the same old bait:

“You got no choice but to try and make this

system work because that’s all there is,” they

whine. “Communism hasn’t worked.”

As we started to discuss in the last article, it is

socialism that failed, not communism. In fact,

knowledge of the specific features of socialism

that prevented it from reaching communism is key

to confidence that we will succeed.We continue

this discussion.

The old movement thought socialism would be

a halfway house to communism. That didn’t hap-

pen because socialism still follows the basic

“laws of motion” of capitalism, particularly laws

about money and the market.

It preserves not only money and markets, but

also trade in commodities, the wage system and

private appropriation of wealth. History has

shown that this leads to destructive conflicts even

in societies with no classes.

The indigenous peoples of North America

fought an endless series of wars over resources

and trade routes even before Europeans arrived.

But communist mass mobilization of production

and distribution, aimed at meeting needs of the

workers, will give us the means to overcome in-

equalities and prevent conflicts between different

regions of the world.

We will need a standing army after the revolu-

tion. We can expect every capitalist power in the

world to attack any new communist beachhead.

The development of a new capitalist class is

inevitable under socialism. The old bourgeoisie-

style armed forces can defeat workers’ struggles

against the new capitalists, as happened in the

Cultural Revolution in China. Hence there must

be no armed force separate from the masses

under communism.

Mass communist political consciousness ( that

is, understanding of and agreement with commu-

nism by most people) is a critical factor in win-

ning and keeping communism.

It is certainly not enough, however.  Socialism

in China used the idea that the party and the gov-

ernment should be “supervised by the masses.”

This meant that the masses were supposed to

keep the Party and government honest by

protesting when these institutions did not serve

them. 

Mass struggles in China showed, however,

that the masses could never “supervise” from the

outside. Only the actual participation by masses

of people who are committed to communism and

led by the Party can do this. Only mass partici-

pation inside all institutions of communist soci-

ety can prevent those institutions from being

turned against the working class.

This means that communism cannot succeed

if the masses of workers don’t participate. We

can’t “elect” or “appoint” a representative who

will fight for our needs in some stuffy parliamen-

tary body miles away in a huge stone building.

The job of the Party is to organize debate, dis-

cussion and action at every level of our society.

Facts and results of practice will be available for

all. We will have honest criticism and self-criti-

cism. That’s how the international working class

can rule.

Knowledge of specific features of socialism

that prevented it from reaching communism is

fundamental to our strategy for fighting for com-

munism now. Mobilizing the masses for commu-

nism is the program for creating and keeping

communism that specifically rejects the socialist

ideas and practices that led to working class de-

feat.  This knowledge shows us the way forward

to communism. 

Our final article will discuss what we know

and what we don’t know about the laws of mo-

tion of communism. The sacrifices of millions to

build this movement were not in vain. We

learned a good bit about how to make commu-

nism succeed.  
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ICWP wrote an open letter to the mineworkers

at Lonmin Marikana mine in South Africa. It ex-

pressed solidarity with the miners and their fam-

ilies and stated that we “have learned from the

errors of the past that we can’t allow capitalism

to limit the fight against racism, wage slavery or

police terror. We have to destroy the material base

of these evils. That’s why we call on the militant

workers at the Lonmin mine and all workers to

join ICWP in mobilizing the masses directly for

communism.”

This open letter has been an excellent tool to

start conversations. After high school students

watched a YouTube video about the miners’

struggle, some students were aghast. Many had

questions such as, “Why did the police kill forty

miners?” “Have they paid for what they did?”

“How can the police get away with stuff like

that?” They got background information about

the situation at the mine. 

Then students read the open letter. “What does

mobilizing the masses for communism mean?”

asked a student. The question led to a big discus-

sion about communism and how it would work. 

“We talked about how the miners are working

to make the owners richer, while they get very

low wages,” reported a participant. Three Lon-

min executives earn the same as 3600 rock drill

operators!

“We spoke about how garment workers trans-

form the cloth into pants and make the owner

richer,” he continued. “Before the cloth was

made, cotton was grown on the land and workers

transformed the cotton into cloth and made the

landowner richer.” 

In the end, a comrade said, communism will

eliminate all ownership. The fac-

tories, land, and mines will be

operated and controlled by

workers who will organize pro-

duction and distribution commit-

tees in each area to meet their

needs. 

At the end of the conversa-

tion, students felt that they could

explain to people who were sign-

ing the letter not only the miners’

situation but also what mobiliz-

ing the masses for communism

meant. Fifty students pledged to

circulate the letter.
“I’ll read this paper”

Some community college students first learned

about the platinum miners’ strike in class. “Why

wouldn’t the president raise their wages since 75

percent of the world’s platinum is located in

South Africa?” one asked. 

“President Zuma decided to go and actually try

to show some type of concern, even though I feel

he doesn’t care,” remarked another. “It was really

unfair that the police were so brutal and mean to-

wards the strikers.”

An older person reminded the class that South

African miners and other workers and youth had

fought hard to end the racist Apartheid system.

“But when Zuma’s party came to power they kept

capitalism,” she explained, “and now they are

killing workers just like the Apartheid govern-

ment did.”

Other community college students responded

enthusiastically to the open letter. Comrades went

to the campus to tell students what happened and

to explain that the struggle must be to end capi-

talism with communism. About sixty students

took our literature and many signed the letter.

They look forward to reading more in Red Flag

about this struggle. 

One student said he supported democracy.

When a Red Flag seller explained that democ-

racy was invented by Greek slave-owners to jus-

tify class society, the student laughed heartily and

said, “I’ll read this paper!”

communiSt  “open letter to mineWorkerS” 

moveS StudentS into action

Wives of Lonmin miners protest police massacre.
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Communism is Our Heritage and Future – Part II

aNcieNt chiNa:  “kiNgs should ploW the fields”

Slavery developed in China over 4000 years

ago, as it did at other times and other places from

India to Greece to the Americas. Few if any

slaves in these ancient societies left written

records of their ideas and aspirations. The rise of

class society divided manual labor from mental

labor such as reading and writing. However, we

know that there were slave revolts. And egalitar-

ian movements arose again and again in opposi-

tion to slave systems.

Slavery (or chattel slavery) meant that some

people “owned” other people in the same way

that they “owned” oxen or goats. That is, the legal

system (including armed bodies of soldiers or po-

lice) enabled the “owners” to use and abuse the

“slaves” 24/7, in almost any way they wanted. In

China, slavery existed at least by 2100 BCE (the

Xia Dynasty) and lasted thousands of years. Most

slaves did back-breaking work in the fields, the

main form of production. Sometimes slaves were

buried alive with their dead masters.

The Nongjia movement (Agriculturalism or

Agrarianism) arose in the 8th century BCE. It ad-

vocated a form of peasant communism. It cele-

brated the folk-hero Shen Nong, a king who was

portrayed as “working in the fields, along with

everyone else, and consulting with everyone else

when any decision had to be reached.”

The best-known Agriculturalist was the

philosopher Xu Xing. One of Xu’s students re-

portedly criticized the Duke of Teng in these

words: “A worthy ruler feeds himself by plowing

side by side with the people, and rules while

cooking his own meals. Now Teng on the con-

trary possesses granaries and

treasuries, so the ruler is sup-

porting himself by oppress-

ing the people.”

In other words, the “king”

should be a leader, not a boss

or exploiter. Today, commu-

nists understand that our rev-

olution will sweep away all

bosses and exploiters. There

won’t be one “leader,” even

one who “consults with

everyone else.” Instead, one

mass communist party will

reach, carry out, and evalu-

ate all the decisions that af-

fect our lives. The role of this leadership, now

and in the future, is to mobilize the masses for

communism.

Agriculturalism was limited by its individual-

istic peasant outlook. It assumed that each family

unit could and should be self-sufficient, instead

of advocating collective work for the common

good. And it didn’t criticize money or a market

economy, which made inequality possible. It

called instead for fixed prices for similar goods.

As far as we know, the Agriculturalist philos-

ophy remained the property of an educated elite.

We have no evidence that Xu and his followers

ever tried to mobilize slaves, or any other ele-

ments of the masses, around their ideas. Their

movement looked backward, not forward. How-

ever much they wanted an egalitarian society, it

was impossible for them to attain it.

Agriculturalism died out in China around the

3rd century BCE. The dominant ideology became

Confucianism, a philosophy that openly justified

class society and its gross inequalities, including

slavery. Any slave rebellions that occurred in

China during this period have been erased from

the written records.

Slavery in China survived the rise of feudalism

and even of capitalism. It was smashed by the

communist-led revolution of 1948-49.  Sadly,

remnants of slavery still exist under capitalism in

the 21st century – even in now-capitalist China.

Next article: The fight for equality in ancient

Greece

This article concludes our series on why com-

munism can win. It is, however, not the last word.

We began by listing new things that happen in

history: from inventions to new social movements

and systems. Slavery, feudalism and capitalism

were new developments in history. The commu-

nist movement based on scientific economics and

dialectical materialism originated around 1840. 

Although truly new things happen, some events

occur over and over. Wars between capitalist ri-

vals and economic crises have existed as long as

capitalism has.

Noting that these patterns repeat is not the same

as knowing why or whether they must happen.

The “ laws of motion” of capitalism answer these

two questions.

A law is different than a mere pattern. A law of

nature exists when natural causes force things to

happen according to a general pattern. Things that

are not compatible with the law are forced not to

happen.

A law is universal. It occurs in a specific system

or under specific conditions, a pattern that must

occur or can’t occur.

A natural law is different from legislation. In a

law of nature or economics, the constraint is not

imposed from the outside like the cops or the

courts. The constraint results from internal causal

factors.

The “laws of motion” of capitalism are still pri-

mary in socialism, especially laws about money

and the market. These laws won’t allow us to “do

socialism right.” Despite the best intentions of

past revolutionaries, socialism could never evolve

into communism and had to revert back to open

capitalism.

Knowing the specific features of socialism that

prevented it from reaching communism is funda-

mental to our strategy for fighting for communism

now. Mobilize the Masses for Communism is a

program for creating and keeping communism

that specifically rejects socialist ideas and prac-

tices that led to working class defeat.

We published Mobilize the Masses for Com-

munism a year ago. We’ve already run through

three editions and over 20,000 copies, not to men-

tion web hits. Comrades around the world have

asked for more translations other than the original

two: Spanish and English. As you read and dis-

cuss the conclusion to this series, keep in mind

that we have to raise funds to print more and we

need translators.

All knowledge is ultimately derived from prac-

tice. Since communism has never existed under

modern conditions, there is a lot about it that we

don’t know yet, knowledge that has to be derived

from future practice. 

We can already identify some laws of motion

of communist society, however. We know that

communism is impossible without the mobiliza-

tion of the masses for communism, and that the

laws of materialist dialectics apply to all systems.

Generally speaking, however, communism will

not have the severely restrictive laws of motion

that capitalism and socialism do. In particular so-

ciety will no longer be limited by the need to max-

imize profits or base planning on money.  

Marx and Engels argued that under commu-

nism the “realm of freedom”--that is, the areas of

social life where people can collectively choose

what they want to do--will expand, and the “realm

of necessity” governed by laws of motion will be

much smaller. 

Our movement is bound to run into things we

don’t expect now. But the practice of millions of

workers and peasants who have already fought for

communism, like the Chinese Red Army, the Peo-

ple’s Commune movement and the Cultural Rev-

olution in China in the 40s, 50s and 60s, provides

a wealth of information about communism as a

mass phenomenon. (Read, “The Great Revolu-

tions Teach Us How to Win” in Mobilize the

Masses for Communism) We stand on the shoul-

ders of giants.

Beyond this, long experience of the communist

movement shows the enormous capacity of the

working class for creativity, determination and

self-sacrifice--experience that tells us the amazing

things that workers can accomplish. Knowledge

of these capacities of the working class is a key

reason for our confidence that the working class

can win communism and keep it by communist

mass mobilization, now that we are finally on the

right road. Join us in creating this momentous new

stage of history.

What We kNoW NoW aNd What We doN’t kNoW about commuNism

ICWP has published our mani-
festo Mobilize the Masses for Com-
munism. It’s available in English
and Spanish. Order your copy or

copies. Please send donations for the
costs of printing and mailing. We
also ask for your suggestions and

criticisms.

Write to : PMB 362
3175 S. Hoover St., 

Los Angeles, CA 90007
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