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“Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary

movement.” Lenin,  What Is To Be Done

In July, the 70th anniversary of the founding

of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and

World Bank, an alliance of leaders from Brazil,

Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS),

announced the creation of the $100 billion New

Development Bank (NDB). 

The BRICS, a group of rising imperialists

challenging US imperialism, aim for the NDB to

start lending in 2016. It will be headquartered in

Shanghai, China, which will provide the largest

share of capital. This comes as anger among rival

imperialists mounts over the dollar’s dominance

in lending and trade.

The NDB was formed to compete with the

IMF and World Bank, which have controlled in-

ternational trade since they were created at the

Bretton Woods Conference in 1944, when the

US, as a result of WWII was becoming the top

imperialist power. The conference established

the dollar as the world’s reserve currency. In the

1970’s the US forced OPEC to sell all its oil in

dollars, creating the petrodollar and making every

country trade in dollars. The BRICS are taking

aim at the dollar and petrodollar’s re-

serve currency status.

With the dollar as reserve currency,

any country trading internationally had

to use it. This gave the US great ad-

vantages over its rivals. The world’s

most important commodities, espe-

cially oil, have been priced and traded

in dollars, even though most of them

are not produced in the US. This has

allowed the US Federal Reserve to

print money and export inflation to

other countries while the Federal Gov-

ernment runs a huge deficit.
Capitalism makes war inevitable
The NDB is only part of the grow-

ing challenge to US hegemony, part of

the imperialists’ fight to the death for

world domination which will result in

world war. The next world reserve

Russia and Iran’s attack on the petrodollar,

along with declining US market share, have led

to more international financial transactions taking

place in euros, yen, and yuan, rather than dollars.

Iran sells oil in a combination of euros, yuan, yen,

gold, and goods. The euro and the dollar have

been exchanging the top spot for most interna-

tional financial transactions since last year.
US Disciplining of France Backfires

The struggle is sharpening. For example, the

US recently levied an unprecedented multi-bil-

lion dollar fine against French bank BNP Paribas,

for secretly violating US sanctions against Sudan,

Cuba and Iran. Christian Noyer, governor of the

French National Bank, said that the result of this

case will be to encourage “diversification” from

the dollar, that it is “inevitable” that “trade be-

tween Europe and China does not need to use the

dollar and may be read and fully paid in euros or

renminbi (yuan).”

This ruling was actually a US attempt to pres-

sure the French government to cancel the deliv-

ery of Mistral amphibious warships to Russia, but

it backfired. Instead, the French delivered the

ships and have accelerated the movement in Eu-

rope toward a multi-polar policy away from the

dollar.

Putin’s response to US sanctions over the

Ukraine has been to sell more Russian-held US

treasuries and move away from the dollar, while

encouraging transactions among the BRICS to

take place in local currencies. Most importantly,

Russia has begun selling oil to China in yuan and

plans to sell it to Europe in rubles. On August 27,

Gazprom sent a huge shipment of oil to China in

exchange for yuan. 

As the pressure on the dollar accelerates, the

US imperialists’ position is becoming become

more desperate. They will ramp up even more

their attacks on US and other workers to prepare

for wider wars and world war, to defend their de-

clining empire and dollar. They and their capital-

ist-imperialist rivals will resort to more patriotic

appeals for military recruitment and workers’ loy-

alty to slave in their arms factories. 
We Need Communism, Not Currency

Workers around the world have

no stake in the crisis-ridden capital-

ist system heading toward a genoci-

dal world war to decide which

imperialist and currency will rule

over us. Money was created to

mask the bosses’ theft of the value

produced by workers’ labor power,

their wage slavery, and to facilitate

buying and selling the things work-

ers need to live. 

Masses of workers, soldiers and

youth must mobilize to turn the

bosses’ deadly competition and war

into a communist revolution. In

communism, the masses will mobi-

lize to produce everything we need,

nothing will be bought or sold and

there will be no wage slavery. We

have a world to win by mobilizing

New BRICS bank, attacks on the petrodollar…

WORKERS NEED NO CURRENCY! 

LET’S MOBILIzE FOR COMMUNISM!

This column is the first of several about the de-

velopment of dialectics in the USSR in the 1920s

and ‘30s. This was a period of intense struggle

over the basic principles of dialectics and the ap-

plication of these principles to politics and eco-

nomics. In this column and the next one, we will

discuss the false philosophy of change called

“mechanism” or mechanical materialism.

The part of the science of physics that deals

with forces and the changes in motion that forces

cause is called “mechanics.” Mechanics has spe-

cific laws that determine how forces combine. In

particular, forces of equal strength that push in

opposite directions cancel each other out and

cause no change in motion.
Mechanism

Philosophical mechanism is modeled on some

aspects of mechanics. It was advocated in partic-

ular by Nicolai Bukharin, an influential Bolshe-

vik leader, who used mechanism to defend his

pro-capitalist policies. In the philosophy textbook

that he wrote, Bukharin defined a contradiction

as “antagonism of forces acting in different di-

rections.” This conception of contradiction leads

to very serious errors. 

One problem with this definition is that it isn’t

just forces that can be contradictory. Marx saw

that the tendency of the rate of profit to fall is

contradicted by a fall in wages, but tendencies

and wage cuts are not forces. Not only tenden-

cies, but other things like requirements and ideas,

can be the sides of a contradiction. Bukharin also

did not explain what antagonism is and how it

differs from contradiction. 
Unity of Opposites is Critical

The main problem, however, is that Bukharin

said nothing about how the sides of a contradic-

tion are connected. Dialectical contradictions

combine both struggle and unity of opposites.

Opposites have a connection of mutual depend-

ence, called an “organic relation.” Bukharin

denied that any organic relation was neces-

sary, but the unity of a contradiction is in fact es-

sential. 

One important kind of connection of opposites

is each side coming to mirror its opposite. In a

soccer game, each team tries to undermine its op-

ponent’s strengths and overcome its own weak-

nesses. Against an opponent with a star striker, a

team may assign several midfielders to mark him

or her. Against another opponent, it will organize

its players differently. Each side is partly deter-

mined by its opposite.

Opposites can also get inside each other. Since

the bosses know that they can’t prevent workers

from fighting back, they use their laws, the

media, bribery, etc., to try to give pro-boss lead-

ership to workers’ struggles and weaken them.

Opposites penetrate each other. This is a funda-

mental fact of dialectics which is ignored by

mechanists. 

MEChANIST PhILOSOPhY IN ThE USSR
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LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS CRITICISM AND SUGGESTIONS

Ice Buckets and Red Flag
Last week my teenage granddaughter cha-

llenged me to dump icewater on my head and

give $10 for ALS research. Silliness aside, this

challenge reflects the reality of medical rese-

arch in a society where profit is primary over

human need, and a cure for a disease can only

be found if there’s money to pay for it. This

challenge raised $80 million from 1.7 million

donors last month to fight against a progres-

sive and fatal disease that affects nerve cells in

the brain and the spinal cord and for which

there is no known cure or effective medicine. 

Under capitalism, medical research must get

funded, labs set up, staff hired. Getting 

research grants is a competitive process, so

scientists don’t collaborate: sharing your results

would give the competition an edge. All of this 
drastically slows down the search for treatment

and cures. 

And, of course, when they do find a

cure, it will be for sale at a profit.

In a communist society without money,

we will mobilize society’s resources to co-

llaborate to find a cure for such diseases.

Decisions about where resources will be

dedicated will be made collectively; with

the participation of patients, families, and

health care workers. Medicine and medi-

cal care will be available to all, based on

need rather than ability to pay. Diseases

like Ebola, which is a disease of imperia-

lism, will be eliminated. We will live in a

healthy environment and make produc-

tion decisions based on workers’ health,

not on capitalist profit.

For working people to live healthy lives, we

have to get rid of capitalism. But bringing com-

munist ideas to the masses takes funds, to

print and mail our paper. And it costs a lot to

bring workers from around the world together to

build an international Party. But you won’t see

us on Facebook pouring buckets of ice water

over our heads. You’ll see us at the factories

and bus divisions, at the schools and barracks,

distributing Red Flag. We hope you will take

multiple copies for friends and fellow workers

and give a generous donation to ICWP to help

us hasten the day when all workers live heal-

thier lives. 

—Red Grandmother

Bring Communist Ideas to the

titled “The Working Class in History” put for-

ward the view that most workers are anti-capi-

talist but, because there isn’t a mass

communist party to lead them, they do their

best to stay under the bosses’ radar. The au-

thor emphasized, correctly, that many workers

are open to communist ideas. However, I think

the writer got it wrong about workers passively

waiting for communist leadership.

The week after we printed that letter, resi-

dents of Ferguson, Missouri, defying a curfew,

marched in the streets in angry protest over the

police murder of Michael Brown. While the pro-

tests became more organized in the weeks that

followed, they began immediately. Angry

working people speak up and fight back—

around the world. 

In Los Angeles, the cops killed another un-

armed black man the following week. Protests

followed. Police murder, designed to terrorize,

brought forth a collective and angry response.

People are angry. They look for answers. But

they don’t automatically come to anti-capitalist

or communist conclusions. We took Red Flag

to the protests in Los Angeles, and a sign 

saying “Don’t Pray for Justice; Fight for 

Communism,” People engaged us in conver-

sation, took the paper and gave us their contact

information. 

Angry people fight back, with or without 

communist leadership. But without a Marxist

analysis and the vision of a communist world,

the fight will be a reformist dead-end. Bringing

communist ideas to the masses in motion is our

job.—Student of history

The reason that we must join the Internatio-

nal Communist Workers’ Party (ICWP) is that

every day it is harder to live under the capita-

list system. The main reasons that sometimes

keep people from joining are fear and anti-

communism. We have to dispose of doing

everything on our own, of all individualism, 

racism, selfishness, and nationalism. Not

doing so will be sufficient cause to abandon all 

attempts to join the party, and doom us to pe-

rish under capitalism.

The worker, on joining the party without

doubt will have some confrontation with their

communist way of thinking, against the capita-

list way of thinking, thus establishing an inter-

nal ideological struggle, that is, a struggle

between the two ways of thinking. In this strug-

gle, without doubt communist ideology will do-

minate, and this will keep the worker constant

and active in the struggle for communism. 

If on joining the party he or she does not dis-

pose of anticommunism, then that person is

not sufficiently convinced, they don’t have

enough anger to remove all the anticommunist

propaganda from their mind. Anticommunism

and fear are two big obstacles to confronting

capitalism. Because even being a member of

ICWP doesn’t conquer anticommunism; they

can’t be active as they should, and they could

even leave the Party.

In the agricultural fields, I have known 

relatively young workers, my co-workers and

friends, many of whom died as victims of capi-

talism, However in life they never decided to

accept communist ideas, only due to their anti-

communism and fear of the bosses. 

I knew a worker who received a blow on the

head with a defective tool during work hours.

Because of the blow he spent many years suf-

fering until he died.

Another worker who worked fumigating the

grapevines without adequate protection was

poisoned and after suffering for several years

he died.

Another worker who picked oranges by con-

tract fell off a ladder. He fell to the ground and

broke his spine. He spent many years as an

invalid until he recently died.

Another after working a nine hour shift by

contract, got to the place he lived. He lay down

on the bed to rest and he never woke up; he

died there. 

None of them received any compensation

that I know of from the bosses. And even

though some of them knew about communist

ideas, because I talked to them about these

ideas, none wanted to accept them, much less

struggle against capitalism that eventually 

killed them.

With so much exploitation and so many 

workers dead and injured like those men-

tioned, do you need something worse to join

ICWP? Come on, come on! Let’s get inspired,

raise our heads, and join the Party now; look

the bosses in the eye; show them that we are

not dead nor alone, that we can conquer our

fear and our anticommunism, stand up on our

two legs, organize ourselves, confront them

and defeat them. Because we can organize a

workers’ 

revolution, overthrow their decaying capitalist

system, and establish a communist society.

Read your revolutionary communist newspa-

per Red Flag. 

--Farmworker member of ICWP

LET’S MAKE OUR PARTY MASS

Since mechanical forces can cancel each other

out, Bukharin saidn this can happen in a contra-

diction. “We then have a state of ‘rest,’ i.e., their

actual ‘conflict’ is concealed.” Bukharin applied

this idea to the conflict of rival imperialists, He

claimed that empires that are equally matched

can come to agreements with each other “when

there is equality of forces, when victory is beyond

belief, when struggle is hopeless.”

The example of imperialist rivalry shows that

Bukharin was fundamentally wrong about this.

The intensity of conflict between empires of

approximately equal

strength can be very high, as it was between the

US and the USSR in the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s.

Even when they avoid direct military confronta-

tion with each other, imperialists back wars

fought by smaller forces that they sponsor. The

Soviets did this against the US in Vietnam in the

‘60s and Egypt in the ‘70s. The US did the same

in Afghanistan in the ‘80s and in Israel for many

decades.

Contradictions between sides which are both

strong enough to hold back the other tend to be

much more intense than those where one side is

obviously dominant. Georgia did not resist much

when the Russians invaded them in 2008, and

Brazil did not put up much of a fight against Ger-

many in the world cup.

Because contradictions have both struggle and

unity, because the sides reflect each other and

penetrate each other, dialectical contradictions

are not very similar to combinations of forces in

physics. In particular, their sides don’t cancel out. 

In our next column, we will see the reactionary

consequences of the mechanist philosophy of

contradiction in the early political struggles in

the USSR. 


