
SAN DIEGO, April 19. The 14th Dalai Lama
is completing his tour of college campuses in
Southern California, preaching “Compassion
Without Borders.” The DL has been the leader of
the Tibetan nationalist movement since the feudal
government that he headed was overthrown by
the Chinese Red Army in 1959. Preaching com-
passion for everyone, he has often shown his own
compassion for leaders of the U. S. empire. 

Hypocritical Pacifism
The DL got the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989 and

has been hailed as a “man of peace.” Although he
claims that “war is outdated and illogical” [1], he
says that “you can’t blame America” for “still re-
lying on showing force” in international relations
[2]. The DL has long refused to say that the U. S.
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are wrong, claiming
that “it is too soon to tell” about Iraq but
“Afghanistan may be showing some positive re-
sults,” [3] and may lead to “perhaps some kind
of liberation.”[4] The DL has announced his af-
fection for George W. Bush: “I love him. Because
since my first visit, I noted he is a human being
[who is] very nice, very open, very straightfor-
ward” [5]. He also endorsed Bush’s “War on Ter-
ror”: “Terrorism is the worst kind of violence, so
we have to check it, we have to take counter-mea-
sures.” [6] Although the DL expresses sympathy
for Palestinians, he doesn’t denounce Israeli op-
pression, but asks them to appreciate Zionist eco-
nomic development: “To the Arabs I say, it is sad,
sad what happened to you. But look at what the
Jewish people have done here. Take the good.”
[7] 

“Don’t Fight for Equality” 
Although he is an anti-communist, the Dalai

Lama claims to be a “Marxist as far as economic
theory is concerned” and says that equal distribu-
tion is a correct moral principle. [8] He rejects
fighting for equality, however, and attacks “agi-
tators” who “claim to be fighting for equality or
for justice.” The rich “have to decide on their

own that it is good to share what they have.”
They should realize that “in the long run it is in
the interest of the richer people themselves to
make sure that there is a less extreme gap be-
tween themselves and the poor around them.“ [9]

Tibetan Nationalism and U. S. War
Preparations

Tibetan nationalism has been useful to the U.
S. empire since the 1950s when Tibetan guerrillas
were trained by the CIA. These days, as the ri-
valry between the U. S. bosses and China’s cap-
italist rulers intensifies, Obama has met the Dalai
Lama several times, and “underlined the impor-
tance of the protection of human rights of Ti-
betans in China.” [10] Like all capitalist
countries, Chinese capitalism produces racist in-
equality and conflict like that between the Han
majority and Tibetans and Uighurs. But nation-
alist movements, which don’t see racism as an at-
tack on the working class, help generate racism,
not destroy it, and can help imperialists make
propaganda against their rivals, as Obama does
against China. 

Non-Struggle Philosophy
The DL’s consistent message is not to fight the

bosses. Don’t act out of anger or hate, he says,
but forgive instead. Everyone should become a
“peaceful person” (except U.S. imperialists?) and
“inner peace creates useful energy.” [11] Getting
a “peaceful life” is supposed to be the main thing,
which Buddhism claims to make possible even
in the midst of unemployment, the bosses’ drive
for imperialist wars, and racist murders. The truth
is that there is no peace under capitalism, and ha-
tred of the bosses is a good thing that can drive
us to fight harder.  It is internal contradictions,
not “inner peace,” that cause change. Commu-
nists understand that collective struggle not only
moves us towards communism, but is the best
way workers can live under this system. Workers
and students shouldn’t search for an impossible
subjective peace, but join the struggle for com-

munism and serve the working class.
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The gold heaped in the vaults of British and
Russian capitalists came from the Lena mines in
Siberia.  In 1912, over ten thousand gold miners
and their families lived and worked under ap-
pallingly harsh conditions.   Tsarist Russia was in
the grip of reaction after the failed revolution of
1905.  The Russian communist party was tiny and
fragmented.

But on February 29, 1912, hundreds of miners
could take it no more.  They went on an economic
strike and were soon joined by six thousand more
who shut down the entire district.  In mid-April,
soldiers fired on a mass march, killing or wound-
ing five hundred.   

Workers across Russia were outraged.  “Noth-
ing can help us, neither tears nor protests, but an
organized mass struggle,” factory workers re-
solved.  On May Day 1912, Communists led
400,000 workers in huge political strikes.  Nearly
two thousand strikes during 1912 (compared with
222 in 1910) gave the lie to those who preached
defeatism and despair.  In 1912, too, armed troops
rebelled in Turkestan and revolutionary ideas
stirred sailors in the Baltic Fleet and Sevastopol.

“The huge May Day strike of the proletariat of
all Russia and the accompanying street demon-
strations, revolutionary proclamations, and revo-
lutionary speeches to gatherings of workers have

clearly shown that Russia has entered the phase
of a rise in the revolution,” wrote Lenin.

Fake revolutionaries attacked the movement,
calling for a petition campaign instead.  Only
1300 signed their petition for “workers’ rights”
while hundreds of thousands mobilized around
the most radical political ideas they had:  the pro-
gram of the communists.

But it was not a revolutionary communist pro-
gram.  May Day strikers called for the “eight-
hour day,” not the abolition of wage slavery.
They called for a “democratic republic,” not
workers’ communist power.  They called for
“confiscation of the landed estates” but not an
end to the exploitation of workers’ collective
labor. 

The gold miners’ strike was smashed, but the
revolutionary movement grew.  Escalating crises
in north Africa and eastern Europe already sig-
naled the approach of world war.  In the midst of
that war, five years later, communists would lead
the workers, soldiers and peasants to seize power.
Unfortunately they built socialism.

Workers will again respond to revolutionary
communist leadership as crisis and repression in-
tensify and a third world war draws closer.  His-
tory shows that we must mobilize the masses for
nothing less than communism!
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