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Nearly 20,000 copies of Mobilize the

Masses for Communism have been distrib-
uted. We will dedicate the next series of di-
alectical materialism columns to deepening
our understanding and practice around this
line. Please read and study them with your fel-
low workers and let us know if they are use-
ful.

It’s no secret that the communist movement
suffered a big defeat when the pro  capitalist
forces won out in Russia and China. Some
workers and students ask why a revolution led
by ICWP won’t turn out the same way. Some
people even claim that history always repeats
itself, so that our struggle must eventually fail.

If revolution were always part of a cycle
that leads back to open capitalism, our fight
for communism would be hopeless. But this
certainly isn’t true. This column and the next
three will explain how we know when history
does and when it does not repeat itself, and
specifically how we know that the fact that so-
cialism cannot lead to communism does not
show that communism will fail too.

New Things Do Happen in History
We all know about things that have never hap-

pened before but stick around once they do occur.
Inventions like the steam engine, cell phones,
atomic weapons, etc., were made at a certain time
and didn’t need to be repeated. 

The most important  cases of  things that are
really new, however, are new social movements
and systems. Capitalism began in the Middle
Ages in Europe. Small manufacture and trade had
existed in ancient Greece and Rome, but that
wasn’t capitalism, because it mainly used slave
labor, not wage labor. 

Capitalism first developed in individual towns
and cities of Europe. It took a long struggle be-
fore capitalists could win state power in large
countries, like England in the 1640s and in
France in the 1790s.

Communism was also new in the early 19th
century.  Although ancient communist societies
existed long ago and peasant communist move-
ments existed in Germany in the 16th Century, a
communist movement based on scientific eco-
nomics and dialectics only began in the 1840s.

Repeating Patterns
Things that are truly new do happen, but there are

also some kinds of events that occur over and over.
Wars between capitalist rivals have existed as long
as capitalism, and these wars grew into enormous
slaughters in the 20th century. Capitalist economic
crises repeat regularly:  about every eight years
since 1825.

Recognizing and recording patterns and regular-
ities like these are vital parts of scientific knowledge
in any field. But seeing patterns is only the first
stage of knowledge. Noticing that capitalist crises
keep happening does not explain why crises happen
and does not tell us whether they must happen or
could be stopped somehow.  

But these issues are exactly what must be under-
stood in order to know that capitalism can’t be fixed,
and how it can be destroyed. To fight to overthrow
capitalism we must find and use what Marx called
the “laws of motion” of capitalism, which he said
was his ultimate aim in his work Capital.

The next column will describe the all-important
laws of motion and how they differ from legislative
laws.

Capitalism has entered an era of profound cri-
sis.  Since 2007 the working class in every corner
of the world has experienced unprecedented at-
tacks.  As giant banks fail, countries go bankrupt,
factories lose profits, and the bosses fight for their
existence by reducing wages, cutting pensions,
laying off workers, increasing work hours,  wag-
ing wars for cheap resources and profit, and ex-
panding attacks on immigrant workers, using
morepolice brutality, and racism and sexism.

This crisis of capitalism has loosened the grip
of capitalist ideology on the masses.  Hundreds
of millions of workers in the world are on the
move and questioning every aspect of capitalism
and searching for solutions that capitalism cannot
provide.  In the 19th century, European countries
went through decades of severe capitalist crises
and civil wars.   In the midst of these crises, by
learning from the working class struggle, Karl
Marx, for the first time in histor, clearly spelled
out the inner logic (fundamental structure) of cap-
italism and the need to destroy it with revolution
in order to put the workers in power.  

As the present capitalist crisis intensifies and
major world war looms on the horizon, it is ab-
solutely essential that the working class, led by
our party,  understand the basic laws of capital-
ism, as explained by Marx, Lenin, and others.

Our understanding of how capitalism works will
advance our struggle to win the masses to com-
munism.   With this issue, Red Flag will begin a
series on the Labor Theory of Value.  We encour-
age party members, friends, and readers of  Red

Flag to form study groups and share their expe-
riences in their work places and struggles with
others. 
What is the Capitalist Mode of Production?

Capitalism is a society organized based on the
production of commodities (i.e., products) that
are bought and sold in the market place for profit.
Food, airplanes, machines, cars, natural resources
are examples of commodities.  These commodi-
ties are extracted and produced by human labor.
Under capitalism, the capitalist bosses own the
means of production necessary to manufacture
these commodities, backed up by the State, with
its army, police and laws defending the bosses’
property.  

The means of production are factories, ma-
chines, tools, materials, and workers’ labor
power.  Under capitalism the means of production
become capital.  In such a society the capitalist
boss owns the means of production and sells the
products made by workers for profit.  In this
process, called capital accumulation, invested
money creates more money.  This expansion of

capital is the inner logic of capitalism.  This basic
form of production takes on law-like properties;
Marx called it the Law of Value.

The owners of capital become a class, the cap-
italist class.  They own the means of production,
but in order to realize their profit, they absolutely
depend on another class, the class that has noth-
ing but its labor power to sell.   That class is the
working class, which is the majority.  The ex-
ploited working class produces the profit for cap-
ital expansion.  This makes capital a self-negating
force:  these contradictions of capitalism create
its own gravediggers, the working class.  On the
one hand, capital exploits and dominates the
worker, but on the other hand, it relies on the vast
working class to create value.  This fierce antag-
onism between the two classes is the foundation
of capitalism, and it creates constant instability,
periodic crises and wars.  It has the potential for
revolution and establishing a communist society.

In future articles we will explain the fundamen-
tal concepts of the labor theory of value and the
general crisis of capitalism.  We will look at ex-
ploitation, money, credit, the rate of profit, and
the crisis of over-production from the point of
view of destroying capitalism and replacing it
with a society without capital or money.  

why communism can win

the law of value, part 1

Talking to students about communism
This morning I went to three different classes

in a school to talk about the political work we do
in Central America as members of the Interna-
tional Communist Workers’ Party and also about
what is communism and why we are mobilizing
the masses for communism.

This was the first time that I’ve spoken openly
about communism to a group of young students.
It was exciting because I saw that many youth are
open to our line. Several of them already knew our
party and our newspaper Red Flag while for oth-
ers it was the first time they were hearing about
this.

There were many questions that opened good
discussions. I was very impressed that some of the
same questions were asked in all three classes.
One of the most common was: “When we are in a
communist system, what would we do with people
who are against us?” To which a comrade and I
answered by saying that the education we’ll re-

ceive from childhood will be totally different. But,
even so, if there still exist people who are against
communism, we think that isolating them from the
community and embarking on a direct political
struggle with them and then reintegrating them
into the community would be a good strategy.

Also, they asked about why we fight for com-
munism when here we have “democracy.” We
tried to answer by saying that democracy is a term
invented by the bosses to calm down the masses
so they don’t rise up, but that in reality democracy
means inequality and communism means equal-
ity.

At the end, in the last class a youth came up to
me to tell me that this interested her a lot and that
she wants to get more involved. The youth, like
me, was very inspired with this visit. It was a very
good experience, and it helped me a lot to realize
that the youth are open to our communist ideas.

--Red Youth

LETTERS   LETTERS CRITICISM AND SUGGESTIONS




