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matEriaList iDEas WiLL PrEVaiL oVEr iDEaLism 

In previous columns we have talked about the inter-
action between that thinking and the rest of reality.
Reality influences thinking whenever people learn,
and thinking influences reality as part of the goals and
planning of human labor. The basic idea of materia-
lism is that reality is the dominant side of this rela-
tionship. When people learn, they get their ideas from
interacting with the material reality that those ideas
are about. We can call this reality the material basis
of the ideas that are learned. Ideas, at least those that
last for a while and are accepted by many people,
must have a material basis. A material basis for a cer-
tain kind of thinking means something real that in-
fluences people to accept it. But ideas can reflect
reality in more than one way. This column discusses
the concept of ideology, that it, thinking that reflects
the outlook of a specific social class.

What Ideology Is
An ideology is a system of ideas that express the

outlook or the interests of some class or social group,
in a way that can be completely false. Capitalist ide-
ology contains false ideas that seem to make capita-
lism more acceptable to its victims. These ideas
include that selfishness and greed are natural and he-
althy, that people of some races are stupid or lazy, that
women are less able or less important than men, that
capitalism can eliminate poverty and war, that capi-
talists are generous and kind, that there is a God who
rewards those who work hard and don’t revolt, etc. 

The Ruling Ideas are the Rulers’ Ideas
Capitalists put all the institutions of capitalist so-

ciety to work propagating these lies and others like
them. The newspapers, the TV, the Internet, movies,
popular music, schools, universities, government
agencies, the military, churches, capitalist political
parties, think tanks, etc., have enormous resources de-
dicated to mislead workers and their allies and dam-
pen resistance to capitalist exploitation. The result of
the capitalist monopoly over propaganda is that most
people accept at least some capitalist ideology. As
Marx and Engels wrote: “The ideas of the ruling class
are in every epoch the ruling ideas, i.e. the class which
is the ruling material force of society, is at the same
time its ruling intellectual force.” 

Capitalists themselves believe at least some capi-
talist ideology. They think that a system that is so
wonderful for them has to be the best. But their ideo-
logy works for them whether or not they believe all
of it themselves, since it is essential to keep them in
power. They can promote religion, for example, or
“shared sacrifice” for imperialist wars even if they
don’t believe these things themselves. 

Capitalist ideology can get in the way of capitalists’
understanding of their own system, especially in eco-
nomics or international conflicts. The myths that ca-
pitalist markets regulate themselves or that resistance
to imperialism is just a “clash of cultures,” which are
promoted at elite universities, make it harder for ca-

pitalist theorists to figure out policies to try to fix ca-
pitalism.

The Material Basis of Racism
Some capitalist ideology has a material basis be-

yond their propaganda machinery. The tremendous ra-
cial and ethnic inequalities that capitalism creates and
maintains in many countries provides a material basis
for racist ideology. In the U. S., for example, capitalist
propaganda blames the victims for the lower wages,
worse schools, police terror and mass imprisonment
that capitalism imposes on black and Latin workers.
It promotes the lie that racial inequality is the result
of low intelligence or “inferior” culture, while the real
cause is capitalism itself. Capitalists in other countries
push similar lies about the most oppressed and exploi-
ted workers there.

This continuing unequal situation is a material basis
for racist ideas. This is also true of the wage system,
which promotes the idea that skilled workers or men-
tal workers are smarter or deserve more than unskilled
labor.  As long as these inequalities exist, they provide
a material basis for racist, sexist and other elitist ideas,
and continue to generate these ideas. Thus the struggle
for the idea of human equality cannot be completely
won under capitalism, but only under communism,
which ends social classes and racial and gender divi-
sions for ever.

Next week: Working class ideology.

notEs From a commUnist FarmWorkEr
The way people think under capitalism should be in
synch with the position they occupy in the society. A
boss thinks like a rich person, because he’s rich and
he belongs to the ruling class, the capitalists. And a
worker should think like a worker, because he belongs
to the working class. But, there are workers who think
like the rich. But this is an incorrect way to think,
since workers who think like this can even get to the
point of becoming enemies of their own class.

And, what about a politician? What’s his place in
society? Whom does he serve? And, how does he
think? If a bourgeois politician has a place in the bu-
reaucracy of a capitalist government, his mission is to
support and strengthen the capitalist system, a system
based on the exploitation of the workers. Even when
the politician comes from a working class family, the
fact of occupying a place in the state means that his
way of thinking won’t be that of a worker but of the
privileged. So this politician lives well, dresses well,
and makes a lot of money, and is friends with other
people who live well. And he was educated in a uni-
versity whose job it is to ideologically win students
to support the capitalist system.
So then, this supposed politician, due to the fact that

he serves the capitalists, will never think like a
worker.

WORKERS WHO THINK LIKE THE RICH

Why are there workers who think like the rich with-
out being rich, and even act as enemies of the working
class? We can see that the State, as maximum repre-

sentative of the capitalist system, strengthens and re-
inforces the power of the bosses, imposing on society
the way of thinking that most serves their interests,
using all the means at their disposal to mold the think-
ing even of first graders in school.

If the capitalist system is based on exploitation,
racism, deceit, etc. it’s logical that the rulers teach
children in school to always compete in everything
but never to share. If sharing were promoted as the
main social value, the ruling class would have to be
the first to share their wealth with the workers. That’s
why in the schools they always have to push the
bosses’ ideas of:  “me first”, “mine” “what can’t be
for me shouldn’t be for anyone,” etc, etc. They teach
the children in school to think like bosses. And so
when the children become adults, even when they are
simple wage slaves, they’ll have ideas of the rich
bosses. 

Another way the State pushes the bosses’ ideas is
through the media and the politicians, who repeat like
parrots about the American Dream, land of opportu-
nity, democracy, etc., But its enough to know that mil-
lions of old people, after years of work, raising
children for the wars and paying taxes, don’t have ad-
equate medical insurance; that millions of workers
and their families who don’t have health insurance,
who are unemployed, and without a place to live, to
understand that the American dream, democracy for
all, and about the “opportunities” are a pure lie.     
If we workers don’t learn to know what interests are

hidden behind every one of these pretty phrases, we’ll
only continue being stubborn victims of capitalism.

Because the essence of capitalism, in which we live,
is the exploitation of workers, and all the rest is ap-
pearance.

HOW WILL PEOPLE THINK UNDER 
COMMUNISM?

Understanding that nothing is eternal in the world
and everything is in constant change and movement,
nature changes, social systems change, and with this
also peoples’ way of thinking changes.
So the capitalist system also will change and will be

substituted by a communist system. This change
won’t happen through elections, but through an
abrupt, violent change, that is, through a workers’ rev-
olution, with which the working class will wrest
power from the capitalist class.   

Once this has occurred, the key institutions where
we’ll ideologically educate the people from their in-
fancy, like the factories and schools and our party it-
self, will no longer be fertile ground for the sewers of
the bosses’ ideas. These institutions will only serve
the workers and our communist society. Because cap-
italism will pass into history.

With this radical change, society’s way of thinking
will be different. The workers won’t think like the
rich, nor will they think like exploited wage slaves.
Instead they’ll think like people with dignity, commit-
ted to work for the wellbeing of a society of commu-
nist social equality.

marcH on may Day!
For onE Working cLass, onE rED FLag, onE Party --icWP

aboLisH WagE sLaVEry--For a commUnist WorLD 
WitHoUt monEy

aboLisH borDErs anD bUiLD onE WorLD WitHoUt bossEs
aboLisH caPitaList EDUcation WitH commUnist EDUcation

bUiLD DistribUtion nEtWorks oF rED FLag
join tHE intErnationaL commUnist WorkErs Party

to mobiLizE tHE massEs For commUnism




